BETWEEN HfiBERTISTS AND DANTONISTS

"Is it true that religious fanaticism is the main cause of
our difficulties?" he asked Hebert. "By giving it all our
attention, do we not lose sight of the real dangers be-
setting us?"

Before bursting into flame in Paris, the anti-religious
intolerance smouldered in the provinces, fanned by pro-
consuls like Dumont, to whom Robespierre wrote:
"Guard yourself against furnishing counter-revolu-
tionary hypocrites, anxious to start a civil war, a
pretext that would appear to justify their calumnies".
He had previously written to the patriotic societies:
"Take care not to furnish weapons to fanaticism by
substituting violence for instruction. Steep yourselves
in this truth: conscience cannot be compelled." But
now Hebert, ready to take up any issue that promised
to be popular, started the propaganda in Paris. It was
like touching a match to highly inflammable material.
Within a few weeks the Commune, the Jacobins, the
sections, a good part of the Convention were swept off
their feet. Among Hebert's most active supporters was
Anacharsis Cloots.

Cloots furnishes an example of what damage a
generous-hearted idealist can do if he possesses ability
and energy, but lacks judgment. In the name of human
brotherhood he had given Brissot aid and comfort in
starting a European war, in the name of freedom of
conscience he now aided Hebert in starting what (but
for Robespierre) might have become a religious war.
He went to see the Bishop of Paris (Gobel) and intimi-
dated that worthy into consenting to appear before
the Convention, accompanied by all his vicars, and re-
signing his office, as tending to promote superstition.
The Convention (likewise intimidated, for Gobel was
accompanied by Commune officials), instead of accept-
ing the resignation with dignified contempt, did so
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